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CATTLE NEWS

Pain Relief in Farm Animals

Pain in farm animals is not only a welfare concern but also a massive drain on productivity. 
Despite our best efforts to prevent disease, there will always be situations on farm where pain 
and inflammation cannot be avoided such as disease or handling procedures to improve 
management. However prompt or even pre-emptive treatment of these diseases or procedures 
with appropriate anti-inflammatory or pain relief can reap rewards. 

Inflammation is a response stimulated by injury or destruction of tissues. It is the bodies way of 
trying to protect the injured tissue. Classic signs include heat, redness, swelling and loss of 
function.

Different conditions that require pain relief alongside other prescribed treatments:

Condition How a non-steriodial can help

Pneumonia Reduce temperature for 24 hours, improve clinical 
signs, reduce lung pathology and increase average 
daily weight gain in calves.

Mastitis Reduce temperature, reduce inflammation in the udder, 
increase milk yield and reduce somatic cell counts.

Calf diarrhoea Alongside fluids and other treatment, calves injected 
with a NSAID will start eating and drinking earlier, 
therefore increasing average daily gains. 

Surgery Improves healing time, lying times and decreases 
productivity dips.

Dehorning/castration Lower stress response, increases feed intakes therefore 
improves average daily gains. 

PRACTICE NEWS
Update regarding Flunixin

Some of you may already be aware regarding the recent changes with Flunixin. Last month the production was 
suspended.  This is due to concerns regarding a component of the injection; diethanolamine. We are able to 
prescribe and use the remaining stock and we have managed to obtain some Finadyne which has the same active 
ingredient. However once the wholesalers sell out of these we will have to seek alternatives. 

Obviously we still have Loxicom available for a long-acting NSAID, other alternatives include Carprieve and Ketofen. 
These medications have the benefit of having a zero days milk withdrawal and generally less days meat withdrawal, 
which is generally reflected in the price of them. 

Alternatively Finadyne Transdermal has not been affected by the license withdrawal because it doesn't contain the 
diethanolamine. It is licensed for mastitis and bovine respiratory disease and works 2 hours after applications. It can 
easily be poured on in the parlour or in a race, reducing the need for injection. 

If you want to discuss the alternatives and how they will work for your system, please contact the practice. 
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SHEEP NEWS

QUARANTINING NEW STOCK

As we approach the season for buying in new stock, particularly rams, it is important to remember that bringing new 
animals on farm is one of the key risk points for the introduction of disease. However, there are several steps you can 
take to reduce this risk: 

BEFORE BUYING:

Check the health status of the flock that you are buying from is similar or better than your own. Where possible look 
for flocks that are accredited for specific  diseases and check the animals’ vaccination status, including which vaccine 
was used and how many doses they have received. It is also wise to check whether they have been treated for 
sheep scab. 

BEFORE BRINGING HOME:

Ideally animals should be drenched for worms on the farm of origin or on the lorry/trailer home.

ONCE ON FARM: 

• Quarantine for at least 1 month.
• Administer quarantine treatments for worms, fluke and sheep 

scab as required. Current SCOPS recommendations are to 
use injectable Cydectin for sheep scab, and Zolvix alongside 
another Group 2 drench for worming – if you have any 
questions regarding your individual  situation just give the 
practice a ring to discuss with one of our vets.

• Yard on concrete for 24-48 hours as any worms already in 
faeces will not be killed by worm treatments.

• Turn out on to dirty pasture so that new animals pick up the 
worm population present on your farm as quickly as possible, 
and any different worms brought in with them are outcompeted so not able 
to take hold on a clean pasture. 

• Keep an eye out for signs of illness including lameness. If there are a small 
number of animals you could tip them up and examine feet thoroughly 
including scrubbing with hibiscrub. For larger numbers where this is 
impractical a prophylactic footbath can prevent pasture contamination. 

• Start or continue vaccination courses for example Heptavac P Plus, 
Footvax, Toxovax, Enzovax. 

The above quarantine protocols should also be applied to any of your own stock 
that have been away grazing on other farms or common grazing as they return to 
your farm. 

Blakesley Show

Many thanks to everyone who attended Blakesley and popped along to see us on our stand. We 
hope you enjoyed the refreshments and the displays that we had in the marquee. We thoroughly 

enjoyed our day and the weather was lovely (could have done with being a bit cooler to be 
honest!). Well done to our competition winners!
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