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Calf Health and Pneumonia

With the night’s unfortunately drawing in and the discussions turning to how much grass we have left and how long 
before we will have to house cattle, we need to consider the pressures put on calves during the winter. 

One of the common problems seen during the winter months in housed cattle is pneumonia, which is estimated to 
cost around £43 per case during the outbreak. This does not take into account the long term affects. Damage to the 
calves airways and lungs reduces the ability to breath and if severe, can result in death. The lung lesions which 
result from pneumonia cause reduced growth rates and lower final weights at slaughter. 

There are a number of infectious agents which cause pneumonia, most outbreaks start with a viral  component with 
the key ones being:-

• Parainfluenza 3
• Respiratory Syncytial virus.

Other possible causes to consider are Mycoplasma bovis which is a bacteria that can be a primary cause of 
pneumonia.  BVD and IBR are also important as they reduce the calves’ immunity to the viruses and also bacterial 
infections. 

For treatment of pneumonia to have the best chance of being successful it is important to spot the signs early, and 
once identified, antibiotic and non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug treatment is essential. 

However it would be better to prevent the problem in the first place which is why we need to be acting now as 
prevention programmes and vaccinations play an affective part.  For vaccinations to be successful we recommend 
the full course of vaccination is completed before housing to give the calves the best chance to have immunity during 
the stressful times of housing. 

Most vaccinations require two injections separated by a 4-6 week period therefore timing is essential.  We can 
recommend the specific  vaccine suitable for your farm either based on the pathogens present or by testing to know 
what older animals have previously been exposed to. If you would like any advice we would be happy to help. 

Combi-clav milking cow tubes

Short term update for dairy clients – for those of you who use Combiclav intra-mammary tubes we will 
briefly be switching over to Noroclav tubes which are the same product just under a different name. This is 
due to manufacturing problems. Any questions or queries regarding this please do not hesitate to ask

TB Tests

Its that time of year when we are getting busy with TB tests – please can we ask you to be aware when 
your test is due and get it booked in as early as possible as the diary is filling up fast for the coming 
months. With more tests occurring at this time due to the 6 month testing requirements in Oxfordshire and 
Warwickshire we have more people requiring tests. Please call with a few  dates in mind as your first 
choice may not be available. We would like to reduce the number of tests needing multiple days’ worth of 
testing as much as possible. Thank you for your help with this matter.

TB Group meeting that will be relevant to your business

Please put  11th October 2018  in your diary for the next meeting of the Northants Farmer TB Group which will be held at 
Towcester Rugby Club, Greens Norton starting at 10.30am and finishing 12.30pm. The speakers  are Professor Malcolm Bennett 
on the results from the badger roadkill survey; Ian Vernon, a field ecologist from the APHA National Wildlife Management Centre, 
who will focus on badger behaviour in and around farm buildings and how this relates to TB transmission risks, and how to better 
manage the risk; and Ivelina Miteva (APHA) who will bring us up  to date on current TB in the county. As a beef or dairy farmer this 
meeting will be relevant to your business so attendance is a must. Please book in on 01572 824250.  
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SHEEP NEWS

PRACTICE NEWS
A date you have all been waiting for - our next

Sheep Farmer Meeting – Unravelling Sheep Problems

supported by Norbrook, it will be held on Wednesday 10th October 2018 at 7pm at
Banbury Cricket Club – food and drinks will be provided.

Please let us know by calling the surgery or emailing hannah@westbarvets.uk
if you would like to come.

Bluetongue has been detected in two cattle in Yorkshire during 
post movement testing of a consignment of cattle imported 
from France towards the end of September. The animals were 
humanely culled and the rest of the herd remains under 
movement restriction, however this serves as a reminder of the 
risk of introduction of disease through animal movements. 
Farmers and vets must be vigilant in looking out for signs of 
the disease which can affect both sheep and cattle and is 
spread by midges. As a brief reminder clinical signs include: 
mouth ulcers, nasal  discharge, reddened skin and eyes, 
swollen mouth/head/neck/teats, fever, lameness and lethargy. 

Rams
Newly bought in rams fed up for the sales can face several problems once in their new homes which are compounded by 
the stress of transport, mixing, weather changes and management changes.
• Urethral obstruction: Crystals in the urine due to rations high in phosphate and magnesium block the urethra leading to 

a build-up of pressure behind which is very uncomfortable and can cause kidney damage. Early diagnosis and 
treatment are key to success – a ram dripping urine rather than passing a stream is one of the first clinical signs.

• Copper poisoning: Due to high levels of concentrate feeding and the susceptibility of sheep to copper poisoning rams 
are at increased risk of copper poisoning. Clinical signs can be precipitated by the stress of transport and sale. 

• Acidosis: Sudden change or interruption of feeding post sale can lead to acidosis as a result of grain overload with the 
severity of clinical signs depending on the amount of grain ingested, whether it is whole or rolled, and how quick the 
dietary change occurs. Clinical signs may not occur for 12-24hrs after ingestion and include profuse foul smelling 
diarrhoea which often contains whole grains. 

Ewes
• Body condition score: Ideally assessment over the summer and appropriate feeding as required will mean that your 

ewes are at the target body condition score of 3.5. If overconditioned maintain until a month post tupping and then aim 
to reduce gradually over pregnancy to target, if underconditioned consider culling. 

• Culling: Ensure only fit healthy ewes capable of raising lambs without detriment to their own health are put to the tup so 
that lambs get the best start possible in life. Culling ewes that are poor performers, have structural issues such as 
broken mouths or poor teat conformation, or have had disease issues will improve flock efficiency.

• Vaccinations: There are vaccinations available against enzootic abortion and toxoplasmosis (Enzovax and Toxovax 
respectively) which are the two major infectious causes of abortion in sheep. Vaccination plays a key role in the 
management of these diseases which can heavily impact on flock productivity, and is a single vaccination which needs 
to be given 4 weeks before tupping for Enzovax, and 4 months to 3 weeks before tupping for Toxovax. 

Bluetongue in Cattle and Sheep

With tupping on the horizon it is time to take 
stock and make plans for the coming production 
cycle to set your flock up for a successful year 
ahead. Timing and management of tupping so 
that lambs come at a time and rate that you are 
prepared for is really important, as many 
problems seen in growing lambs start with a 
poorly managed lambing.

Tupping

mailto:farmoffice@westbarvets.co.uk
mailto:farmoffice@westbarvets.co.uk
mailto:hannah@westbarvets.uk
mailto:hannah@westbarvets.uk

