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Pelvic Scoring in Heifers

Calving difficulties result in a major economic loss to producers and can be a big problem in some herds, a 
majority of those requiring our assistance are heifers. Calving problems increase calf loss, cow  mortality, 
labour and veterinary costs and delayed return to oestrus. It can also have a knock on effect on calf 
weaning weights and lowering financial returns.  There are many different causes of dystocia; however the 
most common cause is a very large calf  size or weight that is disproportionate to the pelvic canal area in 
the cow - foetal-maternal disproportion.

A new  way to measure a replacement heifers predicted calving ease is 
to measure her pelvic area at around 13 months old. Evidence has 
suggested that measuring the horizontal and vertical measurements at 
13 months allows us to predict her calving ease at 2 years old, when 
she might be expecting her first calf. Data suggest that heifers need a 
pelvic area of  140cm2 at 13 months old. This can be done by using 
pelvic measuring callipers on farm.

If pelvic measurements are obtained before breeding any problem heifers with 
small pelvic size can be dealt with. Furthermore, research has shown that values 
indicate that pelvic area is a highly heritable trait, by selecting both bulls and 
heifers for pelvic size a herd with large pelvic areas could be developed long term. 
If is is available the weight of  the heifer can be taken at the same time which will 
allow  us to predict the maximum size calf that the heifer can deliver without 
encountering dystocia. 

Pelvic measurements can be obtained with several instruments, commonly the rice perimeter is used. A 
thorough understanding of the birth canal, pelvic structures and reproductive tract is needed. If you think 
you may be interested in pelvic measuring prior to breeding please call the surgery to arrange your visit.

Preparation for calving 

It is getting to that time of year again when we need to be thinking about preparing for calving. If  in the 
past you have suffered infectious calf  scours caused by Rotavirus, Coronavirus or E.coli it is time to 
consider prevention. Vaccinating cows with Rotavec Corona vaccine 3-12 weeks before calving helps 
prevent infectious calf scours. If you have used this before or want more information please give us a call.

It is also worth thinking about making sure you have the necessary facilities in place should you need to 
help a calving cow such as calving ropes and jacks and lubigel to aid in delivery. 

Farmer Meeting
YOUNG STOCK RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS

WHAT AND WHEN?
covering Husk, Pneumonia and IBR

Thursday 17th January 2019 at 7pm
Banbury Cricket Club Pavilion, Whitepost Road, Bodicote OX15 4BN

call 01295 759191 or email hannah@westbarvets.uk to register your interest
supported by MSD Animal Health
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SHEEP NEWS

Pregnancy Scanning

If you don't already scan your ewes then why not consider doing it this year. It is safe, cheap and gives 
useful information which can be readily used. For example, you could:

1. Pull out cull ewes early, no need to feed them through the most expensive time of the year.

2. Separate out single, twin and triplet bearing ewes closer to lambing to aid feeding management.

3. Increase the chance of wet fostering success by penning singles and triplets next to each other.

All sheep clients should receive a separate letter 
about our Flock Health Club for 2019. Please let 
us know if you haven't had one, are interested in 
knowing more or would like to join, by ringing the 

surgery and having a chat with one of us.

Flock Health Club

KEEP
CALM
AND

JOIN THE
FLOCK

Maedi Visna

Increasing in prevalence in the UK, the name of  this disease derives from two icelandic words meaning 
pneumonia and wasting. Clinical signs include loss of body condition, poorer fertility, mastitis, smaller and 
weaker lambs born and hind limb weakness. In older flocks the main mortality comes from pneumonia. 
There is no cure or vaccine and by the time clinical signs have developed the disease is usually extremely 
prevalent (over 50%) within the flock. 

There is a screening test for MV which requires blood from 12 animals, usually older, leaner and those 
with unexplained mastitis or arthritis. 

Johnes Disease

Johnes disease in sheep affects all ages, however older animals show  clinical signs, the most common 
being loss of condition (with no obvious cause, ie not broken mouthed or lame). It is highly infectious, and 
the bacteria which causes it, survives many months on pasture and can be easily spread.  Animals are 
usually affected around birth and from cross contamination with cattle, dirty fields etc.

To investigate the disease, you can take blood samples (however there can be false negatives in early 
disease stages) or take faecal samples. The 12 screen blood test for MV can also screen for Johnes.

Johnes, unlike MV can be vaccinated against, it does not prevent infection but may delay onset and 
prevent clinical signs. It may be used in such a way to reduce shedding and eventually control disease. 

Both of these diseases in sheep are known as iceberg diseases, meaning hidden below  the surface, with 
few  obvious signs. They could have a much bigger problem brewing under the surface but knowing of their 
presence allows you to manage them. We would be happy to help investigate if either of these diseases 
are present in your flock.
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