
Best Practice for Livery Yards

Introduction

Currently there are no specific regulations that cover Livery Yards within the UK. The 2006 Animal 

Welfare Act requires that an owner/ keeper ensures that the pony or horse:

• has a suitable environment to live in

• has a healthy diet

• is able to behave normally

• has appropriate company

• is protected from pain, suffering, injury 

and disease

The Livery Yard will therefore need to have minimum facilities and an appropriate management 

structure in place, in order to comply with the above legislation.

Duty of Care

Under the 2006 Animal Welfare Act owners and keepers are under a legal duty of care for the 

animals for which they are responsible on a permanent or temporary basis. When the owner/ keeper 

is not present then the yard owner/ manager of the livery yard will have a degree of responsibility 

for the horse and pony. Therefore it would be best practice if there is a written agreement in place 

between the owner of the horse/ pony and the yard owner/ manager, which fully explains the 

minimum care that will be provided by the yard and the obligations that remain with the horse/ 

pony owner. Within this written agreement there should be clarity as to who is responsible for what, 

especially when it comes to equine disease control.  

Types of Livery

There are essentially 3 types of livery yards:

• Full Livery

• Part Livery

• DIY Livery

Livery yards can also be determined by their size. A small livery yard may consist of say 2-3 

horses/ponies, others may be larger, say having 20-30 equines. The larger livery yards will generally 

need a more formal approach to management arrangements, such as disease control and who and 

where ones horse/ pony is mixed with on site. 
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Facilities

Most people who have their horse/ pony at livery, will usually rent a stable and then have access to 

the livery facilities, such as the manege, and paddock grazing. All facilities should be constructed to 

be safe to both the rider and the horse/ pony. 

The stable may be purpose built or it may be a converted building and should include the following:

• be of sufficient size

• have a suitable flooring

• have proper drainage

• have good ventilation

• have sufficient natural and artificial lighting

• all glazed and Perspex windows should be 

protectively grilled

• there should be no sharp prominences and the 

stable should be free from dangerous holes

The main yard area should have a suitable surface for both winter and summer, with adequate 

drainage.

If the yard has a manege, whether indoor or out, the surface should be properly maintained and the 

boundary walls/ fences constructed and maintained to avoid injury to both rider and horse. 

If ones horse/ pony is kept as grass, then there 

should be sufficient pasture, say a minimum 

and 1-2 acres per equine. The grazing area per 

equine will depend on a number of factors, 

such as the amount of time spent stabled to 

grazing and mix of horses/ ponies in the 

pasture. There should be an adequate wind-

break or shelter. The degree of wind- break/ 

shelter will depend on the time of year and 

type of pony/ horse. There should be an 

adequate water supply in the paddock, and the 

fencing should be in good order and should 

not include wire- strands or barb-wire.

The livery facility should be kept in a clean and tidy state at all times, within the constraints of 

normal working activities.

There needs to be an appropriate area set aside for the livery tack, bedding and feed store, which 

needs to be secure and rat/ mice proof. 
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Disease Protection and Control

There are essentially 4 areas to consider: 

• Vaccinations

• Endo- parasites

• Ecto- parasites

• Isolation facilities

Vaccinations

Ideally speaking all equines on a livery yard should be vaccinated against Flu and Tetanus. This 

especially applies in the larger yards and where horses and ponies are going to and from the 

facilities to shows and competitions. Consideration should be given to vaccinating against equine 

herpesvirus. A minimum requirement is that all equines on site are vaccinated against Tetanus.

Endo- parasites

There should be a robust endo-parasite (worms) control programme in place, which all livery ponies 

and horses owners have to comply with.

Ecto- parasites

The yard should have a ecto- parasite (e.g. Lice) control protocol in place.

Isolation box

In the event of a horse or pony becoming ill at the livery yard, which may be of an infectious nature, 

e.g. Flu, Herpesvirus, Strangles or Ring-worm, there should be an isolation box and isolation 

protocol.

With respect to disease protection at the livery yard, the yard owners should discuss this with their 

veterinary surgeon and a SOP for disease control should be included in the livery written agreement. 

Fire Protection

There should be in place basic fire protection on site, including NO SMOKING signs, fire-fighting 

appliances and a notice prominently displayed advising what action should be taken in the event of 

a fire. 

Security

There must be a sufficient security on site, to deter horses/ ponies being stolen or harmed. There 

should also be adequate security for any tack kept on site.

Insurance

Both the livery yard owner and the owner of the livery 

equine need to ensure that there is proper and adequate 

insurance in place, including veterinary insurance.

Location

Finally one needs to consider the location of the livery 

yard. Ideally speaking the livery yard should be near a 

number of bridle-ways, quiet country roads/ lanes and/ 

or access to local farmer's fields. 
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